abcdefghijklmnopgrstuvwxiyz
What is continuous cursive handw.riting?

Cwrsive (also known as script, longhand or joined-

up writing, among .other names) is arwy style of penmanship
in which some characters are written joined together in .a
aELOJW,u'Lg W’ generally for the purpose .of

making writing faster

There are wo types Pully and ‘part cursive.

We .are wsing the fully or continuous cursive, where every
letter in a w.ord is joined, so you don't Lift the pen .off the
paper until the end .of the word.

Why do we use continuous cursive handwriting?

We teach fully cursive handwriting right from the start. ‘The

How is it taught in class?

When learning cursive handwiriting, children .are not taught
letters in .alphabetical order, but in groups according to their
Jormation: for example, @, &, @ and 0’ are taught together
because theyre all hased on an anticlockwise circle.

We also Jjnkw/sjme}m,dwnﬂng,to,owphommw%
AUy, od, 0., ok, Ligh, el
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First the Reception .children .are heing taught handw.riting
patterns alongside gross and fine motor activities which
support them to learn the different pen .mowes needed to then

form cuwrsive letters.
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Then they .are taught to form individual letters first, each
letter is written with o lead-in and lead-out stroke or plick,
are ready. There are four hasic letter shapes: 1, <, r, and w.

The children are taught to write in different letter families
such as the one for c.

c a d g g o0 e
Gross Motor Skills

Large .motor skills develop rapidly .during the early childhood
Mears. Large motor skills .concern the dewvelopment .of larger
muscle .movements on hoth sides of the bhody that are
responsible for running, jumping, throwing, rolling .over and
sitting up. Large motor skills need to he effective .and
proficient for fine .motor dexterity to w.ork well for skills like
writing to develop successfully.
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Fine Motor Skill

Fine motor skills is the .coordination of small muscles, in
movements wswally irw.olving the synchronisation of hands
and fingers with the eyes to enable .activities such .os mwriting

to occur.
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A child needs to be able to copy 9 hasic shapes before heing
perceptually ready to learn to murite
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+ + + + + T

s s xxxxx AAAANA

The four groups are:-

[. Down and off in another direction
AL jltau

2. Down and retroce upw.ords
r, b, h, k m, n p o,

3. Anti - clockwise round
c, o, d, e, g, 0, 4, f A

L. Zigrag letters

N, W, X, Z

Cood wriki !
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Good posture is important for cursive writing. We encourage
children to sit with their feet flat on the floor, their hack
straight and relaxed shoulders. The non-writing hand rests
on the paper they .are writing .on. Some children find it easier
if their paper is at a slight angle. You .can turn the paper up
to 45 degrees in either direction.

We .aim for 90 degrees .at the .ankle, knees and hips.

The tumumy button should be in line with the edge of the

e Practise with felt tips .and gel pens they have a .nice
Pluid delivery of ink

e If yowr child is wsing o pencil, the softer B pencils are
generolly easier to write with as they mowve more
Pluently .across the page

e Lined paper can help your .child .achieve wuniformity in
their handwriting, but plain paper is also good for
proctising cursive. Lines can be quite contstraining, so
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let them practise on wunlined paper s0 they master the
Jree flow of movement needed for cursive.

o Don't stick to practising on paper. Get yowr child to
proctise specific joins in other mediums, such .os trocing
them in air, in sand with .o stick or on another persons
baock with their finger. You could also try shawving foam

o Practising patterns of joined up letters such .os a string
of joined up letters

ddddddddddddddddddddddddddddd

o Handwriting w.orksheets showing letter formations

H,a,n,djw,rw,n,g W.orksheots
“Haourudmribing w.orksneets
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e You can .also encourage your child to .do other non-
wriking .octivities to improve their fine motor control,
such s colowring and dot-to-dot puzzles.

oll

3. . 789.0 012

e Keep handwriting practice separate from homew.ork
e Make writing fun and positive.

o If you would like purther information please see your
class teacher

Aa Bh Cc Dd Ee Ff Gg Hh Li Jj Kk L1
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Xx Yy Zrz
0123456789
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